
BRENT WOOD SCHOOL //

STAY
CURIOUS...



BECOME INSPIR ED...





AT BRENTwOOD, ThE ESSENTIAl INTEgRATION Of 
  ACADEMIC ExCEllENCE, EMOTIONAl INTEllIgENCE,
   AND  ChARACTER DEvElOPMENT AllOwS STUDENTS
 TO ThRIvE AND TO ANTICIPATE ThEIR  fUTURE wITh
    A SENSE Of CONfIDENCE.



BRENTWOOD SCHOOL

MIDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOLS

7th through 12th Grades

ThE EAST
CAMPUS

Beautifully landscaped, lush, green, and tranquil, Brentwood’s East 
Campus is a well-integrated blend of old and new buildings, graceful 
arches, red-tiled roofs, intimate courtyards, ivy-covered walls, and 
green fields. It is a vibrant place for concentration, contemplation, and 
reflection—a perfect place to learn and to be inspired.

The 30-acre East Campus includes a 40,000 square-foot gymnasium, the 
22-acre Brentwood School Athletics Complex completed in 2001, and 
Middle School classroom facilities. The upper level of the East Campus 
encompasses three buildings that are linked together to create classroom 
and laboratory space, a cafeteria, a bookstore, faculty and administrative 
offices, and courtyards. A 28,000 square-foot science, library, and 
performing arts complex was added in 1990. The Student life Center 
opened in spring, 2005 followed by the Caruso watt Aquatics Center in 
spring, 2008, and the Michael D. Pratt Academic village in 2011.

695 Students
The approximately 115 students in each grade learn in small classes 
that average 17, thus ensuring close attention from their teachers.

Core Values
TRUST • RESPECT • RESPONSIBIlITY • hONESTY • CARINg •
COMMUNITY • DIvERSITY



At Brentwood, students learn that they can delve deeply into their passions while also expanding their horizons. They learn that 
there are times to stand firm and times to compromise, times to charge full steam ahead and times to pause to reflect, times to 
be rigorous and times to relax. They learn balance.

Brentwood educates the whole student, with academics, athletics, the arts, and service, each in its place. At the heart of the 
Brentwood experience is a faculty that is unrivaled in its depth of talent and commitment, a diverse group of educators who 
know that young minds need both guidance and freedom to unfold. The school encourages students not only to pursue their 
passions, but to open doors to new interests and experiences that may take them in surprising directions.

ThE COMPlETE
ExPERIENCE



        “I INITIAllY CAME TO BRENTwOOD
                 TO BE A STUDENT AND AN AThlETE,
          AND DURINg MY fREShMAN YEAR
                     I DISCOvERED MY PASSION fOR ThEATER.”
                                                                 — JORDAN   J. ’14



There are some things that any educated person should 
know and some skills that every educated person must 
acquire. Brentwood School’s approach to learning is 
designed to make sure that all students master that 
essential balance between skills and knowledge. Above 
all, Brentwood students learn to develop habits of the 
mind—to think concretely, abstractly, critically, and for 
themselves. And they have the space to experience and 
express that unique joy that comes from grasping an 
important concept for the very first time.

At the center of Brentwood’s program is the written 
word. writing well is the key that opens all doors, and 
all Brentwood students leave the school armed with 
powerful tools of self-expression, from creative writing 
to academic prose. Brentwood students can say with 
confidence who they are and where they are going.

Beyond honing their language skills, Brentwood 
students learn to use language in the real world, to 
express thoughts and emotions, to exchange ideas, 
to persuade, and to entertain. Students also explore 
a wide range of classical and contemporary literature 
and are constantly required to extend the use of their 
language skills into all other disciplines. 

As the school values the written word, it also values the 
language of mathematics. Brentwood gives students 
both a solid foundation in the abstract truths of 
mathematics and an ability to use math in real-world 

problem-solving situations. Brentwood students acquire 
the tools they will use throughout their lives, whether 
they are calculating the movement of galaxies, sub-
atomic collisions, or their marginal income tax rates.

The science department balances the fundamentals 
of the scientific method—questioning, testing, and 
evaluation— with efforts to involve all the senses of 
the students as they learn. laboratory work, lectures, 
demonstrations, multi-media presentations, report 
writing, the use of technology, and field trips all enhance 
students’ abilities to make fluid connections between 
their data and the world.

The study of history enables students to understand 
the past, reflect on the present, and prepare for the 
future. while instilling a curiosity about the origins 
of the world, the program provides students with the 
intellectual tools necessary to function responsibly in the 
world they will inherit. 

language and culture are inseparable. At Brentwood 
the study of a foreign language balances the learning of 
grammatical rules and syntactical structures with the 
ability to communicate effectively and comfortably with 
people from other cultures and traditions. Through the 
use of literature, fine arts, media, history, geography, and 
different world views, students develop an appreciation 
of cultural diversity along with their facility to read, 
write, and converse in another language. 

ThE CORE
CURRICUlUM



Brentwood teaches students to be active, confident, and 
thoughtful users of technology as they creatively and logically 
complete projects, address challenges, and solve problems. Using 
an integrated approach, students learn to incorporate the use of 
technology responsibly into their lives. Each classroom is equipped 
with a variety of technological resources, which enhance teaching 
and learning and connect students with the global community. 
Brentwood offers a one-to-one iPad program in the Upper School.  

while Brentwood students acquire a solid foundation for future 
academic achievement and real-world success, they encounter 
endless opportunities to pursue other interests and passions. 
Brentwood’s extensive curriculum includes more than 200 
courses each year, including 24 advanced placement offerings, 
allowing students to strike a balance between building a solid 
academic foundation and exploring a wide range of disciplines.



Participation in and appreciation of the arts are a 
crucial part of a well-balanced life. All Brentwood 
students play their part in the creative life of the 
school, as authors and readers, as creators and 
spectators, both onstage and in the audience. In fact, 
many of the performing arts offerings are integrated 
into the academic school day so as not to conflict with 
after-school athletics. while for some students the 
arts will become a vocation, all Brentwood students 
gain enrichment by taking part in the multitude of 
opportunities to express themselves creatively and find 
the courage within to allow others a glimpse into the 
private world of their imaginations. 

Visual Arts
The visual Arts program is informed by the past while 
moving decisively into the future. Students employ 
a diversity of media and techniques old and new—
including the powerful array of computer programs 
for design—that gives them opportunities to take 
risks, hone skills, and express themselves.

The Arts faculty teaches key concepts in visual art—
the basic elements of design—with great emphasis 
on student mastery of the fundamentals. As students 
progress in their work, they gain expanded freedom to 
experiment and follow their artistic impulses. Events 
such as the All-School Art Show, display of student 

work in the on-campus art galleries, and design and 
execution of the senior mural are just some of the ways 
that students can take their work beyond the walls of 
the classroom.

Performing Arts
Brentwood designed the Performing Arts program 
to support the idea that the joy of performing comes 
from disciplined practice, mastery of technique, 
ensemble collaboration, and repetition. The paradox 
of performance is that creative expression and freedom 
emerge from the balance of expression of oneself with 
skills-based training. The more skills one develops, 
the more vocabulary the performer has with which to 
create original work.

Still, the emphasis remains on artistic expression. for 
example, while studying historical figures in dance, 
Brentwood’s Arts faculty teaches specific techniques: 
students learn musical theory in the context of sight-
reading music and examine greek Theater in the 
context of preparing scenes from a greek play.

Brentwood students also “take the show on the road,” 
performing in a wide variety of venues including the 
Edinburgh (Scotland) fringe festival, Carnegie hall, 
and lincoln Center.

ThE ARTS



ThE ARTS ARE AN INTEgRAl PART Of ThE COMPlETE
 BRENTwOOD SChOOl ExPERIENCE.



         BRENTwOOD ENCOURAgES STUDENTS TO EMBRACE
               NEw OPPORTUNITIES...TAKE RISKS, lEARN fROM MISTAKES, 

                        CElEBRATE SUCCESS, AND BECOME EMPOwERED.



Physical activity enriches all who take part, and one of the most 
important skills a school can impart is to teach young people 
to find healthy ways to channel their competitive instincts. 
Brentwood students learn to approach all physical challenges with 
courage, discipline, and confidence; they learn to win and lose 
with equal grace; and most importantly, they learn that no matter 
how badly they want to win, fair play is the only play.
 
Brentwood offers a comprehensive 7th through 12th grade 
physical education curriculum and a wide array of interscholastic 
athletics in order to foster a love of sport and a life-long 
commitment to health and fitness.

with the completion of the 22-acre Athletics Complex and 
the Caruso watt Aquatics Center, Brentwood’s state-of-the-art 
athletics facilities are now second to none, allowing the School to 
offer a wide array of athletic and competitive opportunities. Over 
55 interscholastic teams now represent the Middle and Upper 
Schools in 17 different sports and make regular appearances in 
league and sectional championships. Most Brentwood students 
participate in at least one varsity, junior varsity, or Middle School 
team, while many play on two or three during the school year. 
In addition, 10-15% of our senior class each year have gone on to 
play college sports.

AThlETICS



At Brentwood, the faculty, staff, and administration 
create a warm, welcoming environment, a 
community where each student has a unique role 
to play. Every student feels supported by and a 
responsibility toward the Brentwood community. 
Brentwood students know that they are valued as 
individuals and that they will always find someone 
there for them when they need help with academics 
or when they are in need of some good advice.

what happens outside the classroom is as important 
as what happens inside, and a crucial part of any 
education comes through students’ pursuits of their 
own unique interests and passions. Brentwood 
encourages active participation in extra-curricular 
and co-curricular activities in order to generate 
awareness of the world outside the school community 
and an attitude of caring, commitment, and 
service to others. freedom to follow new paths 
and to explore new possibilities is essential to the 
development of the whole student. The result will be 
an open-minded, self-motivated student who can see 
the world from a variety of perspectives and who is 
able to set his or her own priorities. 

Each school year, Brentwood offers over 50 activities 
and clubs to Middle and Upper School students. 
Time is set aside during the week for students to 
interact with classmates and a sponsoring faculty 
member in some endeavor not normally offered 
through the academic, athletic, or arts curriculum. 
Opportunities abound for participation in debate, 
drama, dance, yearbook, newspaper, orchestra, choir, 
student government, and community service. Some 
activities require extra hours after school or on the 
weekends; others meet for only 30 minutes each week 
and provide students time to relax and have fun. 

The students themselves add four or five new extra-
curricular activities to the list every year.

Parents
No one has a bigger impact on the life of a child 
than his or her parents, and at Brentwood parents 
play a key role. As active members of the Parents 
Association or the Eagles, as volunteers in the 
library, as admissions tour guides, or in the stands 
at games and in the audience at performances, 
parent involvement serves as a cornerstone of our 
community.  At Brentwood, we also believe that life-
long learning should be a goal for every member of 
our community. Parent education opportunities are 
bountiful as the faculty and administration partner 
in the education of the children.

Faculty
The Brentwood School faculty draws on a wealth of 
teaching experiences. Approximately 50 percent of 
the faculty has been at Brentwood for ten or more 
years and more than two-thirds hold advanced 
degrees. with financial support from Brentwood, 
faculty members have the opportunity to pursue a 
variety of professional development opportunities 
including conferences, workshops, and advanced 
course work. 

visitors often comment on the numerous informal 
faculty/student interactions they see around the 
campus—in the quads, on the patios, and along 
the pathways, from casual chats to early morning 
and lunchtime tutoring sessions. These bonds 
with teachers play a crucial role in the emotional, 
intellectual, and social development of every 
Brentwood student.

OUR COMMUNITY



         BRENTwOOD IS NOT JUST A PlACE Of ACADEMIC 
                                   ChAllENgE AND SUCCESS — IT IS A COMMUNITY.

BRENTwOOD IS TRUlY A hOME AwAY fROM hOME.



A true learning community needs to do more than 
simply teach its students. It must support them as 
they navigate the complex waters of childhood and 
their teen years. Students benefit from an extensive 
network to help them traverse the challenges they face 
both in and out of the classroom and to guide them to 
make decisions about their future. Brentwood helps its 
students find the kind of balance and equilibrium that 
will allow them to thrive academically, artistically, 
athletically, and socially, and to anticipate their future 
with a sense of confidence.

Faculty Advisors

faculty Advisors are responsible for assisting Middle 
School students as they settle into the Brentwood 
community academically and socially. In small, 
intimate advisory groups, students explore topics 
that include organization, study skills, coping with 
peer pressure, ethical decision-making, self-advocacy, 
and character education. The weekly conversations, 
complemented by monthly gender-specific class 
meetings, take place in a safe, supportive environment 
moderated by the faculty advisor. Advisors also serve 
as a resource to parents when academic or social 
questions arise. 

Middle School students also have ample opportunity 
throughout the day to meet with teachers individually 
or in small groups. Designated student/teacher 
Contact Time occurs each day, and teachers are also 
available to meet with students before and after school. 

In the Upper School, students are assigned a faculty 
Advisor who works closely with them throughout 
their Brentwood journey. Besides weekly advisory 

group meetings, advisors and advisees also interact 
informally, having lunch together or sharing leisure 
time. Advisors often act as liaisons between parents 
and the school, working with the Upper School 
Director and Class Deans to facilitate conversation. 

Academic and College Counseling

All Brentwood students meet regularly with an 
academic advisor to develop an appropriately 
challenging curriculum and to ensure that all 
graduation requirements will be met. In the 10th 
grade, students are officially assigned one of 
Brentwood’s three full-time college counselors. In 
addition to academic counseling, the college counselor 
will help students identify and apply to colleges that 
fit their unique talents and aspirations.

A variety of events help students and parents 
navigate the process of choosing and applying to 
colleges, including Case Study Night and College 
fair, a number of parent evenings, and essay-writing 
workshops. Approximately 100 college admissions 
deans and representatives visit Brentwood School each 
fall and winter. 

The school sponsors two college trips for Brentwood 
School students. The sophomores take a three-day 
trip to California colleges and universities, including 
Stanford, UC Berkeley, and other institutions. Juniors 
may take a Spring Break trip to the East Coast, 
concentrating on Northeast and Mid-Atlantic colleges 
and universities. Although the group of schools visited 
by the juniors can change from year to year, the 
trip always includes visits to harvard, Tufts, Boston 
College, Columbia, NYU, and Penn. 

  BEYOND ThE
ClASSROOM



EACh DAY AT BRENTwOOD IS fIllED wITh OPPORTUNITIES — 
          TO lEARN, TO lISTEN, TO CARE, TO REflECT, AND TO TRUST.



Peer Leadership
Developed by the internationally recognized Princeton University Center for 
leadership Training, our Peer leadership Program helps 9th graders make a 
successful transition into the Upper School. Ten senior boys and ten senior 
girls receive training in Applied Psychology before meeting with small groups 
of 9th grade students weekly. These sessions help the younger students feel 
welcomed into the Upper School and foster fellowship and responsibility in 
the older students.

Student Government
The student government system at Brentwood is active, vibrant, and highly 
valued by both students and the wider school community. Each grade is 
led by male and female co-presidents and senators, who work to coordinate 
student events, create an awareness of the needs and concerns of the overall 
Brentwood community, and ensure a high level of student morale. Over the 
years the student government has planned and implemented various events 
including dances, homecoming, coffee houses, and field day. 

Service Learning
Service to the wider community is a key part of Brentwood life, and all 
students become actively involved in helping those in need. Middle and 
Upper School students have worked with a long list of outstanding non-
profit organizations, including AIDS Project lA, American Cancer Society, 
American Red Cross, fAITh Organization, friends of Animals, head 
Start, heal the Bay, homeless feedings, Jewish home for the Aging, lA 
Department of Parks and Recreation, Neighborhood Youth Association, 
One voice, Regis house, SOvA food Pantry, Special Olympics, Teen line, 
veterans Administration, and westside Special Olympics. Service learning 
projects address important needs in our local and global community and 
foster civic responsibility as students learn about inclusion, diversity, and 
social justice. The school has been recognized repeatedly for its commitment 
to the community. Most recently, Brentwood was the only school to receive 
the westside Shelter and hunger Coalition’s Community Support Award for 
work with the westside Transitional village.

lEADERShIP 
OPPORTUNITIES



                                  “DO NOT fOllOw whERE ThE PATh MAY lEAD. 
           gO INSTEAD whERE ThERE IS NO PATh AND lEAvE A TRAIl.”
                                                                  — RAlPh wAlDO EMERSON



The day you graduate, you become a Brentwood School alum for life. 
The Alumni Association helps keep you connected to all things Brentwood, 
including the more than 3,000 other Eagle alumni!  Our graduates 
regularly recount how their years at Brentwood School helped to shape 
their future. In fact, many alumni count classmates from their Brentwood 
years among their closest friends.

ONCE AN EAglE,
AlwAYS AN EAglE

“Although I started 7th grade 25 years ago, my daily life frequently 
reminds me of the many marvelous teachers I had at Brentwood.”  
—Katherine Kuchenbecker ’96

“My time at Brentwood has provided me with friends and memories to last 
a lifetime.”
—Alex Caruso ’08



PREPARED fOR SUCCESS IN SChOOl AND IN lIfE—
 STRONg, TRUSTINg RElATIONShIPS BETwEEN TEAChERS AND  
    lEARNERS REMAIN ThE ENDURINg
  hAllMARK Of A BRENTwOOD EDUCATION.



gO ANY whERE.





Statement of Purpose

Brentwood inspires every student to:

think critically and creatively.  

act ethically.  

shape a future with meaning.

Core Values
trust • respect • responsiBility • honesty • caring • community • diversity


