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O
ne hundred and twenty-
eight years after the 1888 
deed transfer by Bandini 
de Baker and Senator John 
P. Jones, the beautiful land 

on which WLA VA sits is now poised 
for a twenty-first century update. With 

an expanded administrative team at WLA VA, a 

focused master plan, supportive legislation, and 

dedicated community partners, this objective will be 

accomplished. To date, three partnerships have been 

formalized to support VA in achieving their vision–

Brentwood School, UCLA, and City of Los Angeles 

Department of Recreation and Parks. 

AN ENDURING PARTNERSHIPVA&
BWS

THE

by GENNIFER YOSHIMARU
Assistant Head of School for Advancement

(caption) Puda dolorpo repudite 
quid eum faciumque voluptam fugita 
cume sunt. Evellatem. Ut volenem. 
Ictatemquo volorum ima corrorit 
quaspel isciisque estiur re dolectat.
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The future structure of 
our relationship became 
uncertain, however, 
in June 2011 when a 
lawsuit filed by ACLU 
on behalf of four plaintiff 
partners argued that VA 
had not honored the 
original deed and was 
obliged to make better 
use of its nearly 400 acres 
in West Los Angeles. 
 In 2013, the Court 
ruled that VA exceeded 
its authority in issuing 
enhanced use sharing 
agreements for purposes 
other than direct medical 

Since our 
founding in 
1972, Brentwood 

School and the West 
Los Angeles VA have 
collaborated closely for 
the benefit of Veterans. 
This longstanding, 
supportive relationship 
has included countless 
hours of direct service to 
Veterans, access to shared 
facilities, substantial 
physical improvement 
and careful maintenance 
of land, as well as 
significant income to 
VA from lease payments. 

care or treatment for 
homeless and disabled 
veterans, but stayed 
the enforcement of 
the judgment pending 
appeal. Before the appeal 
process culminated, 
ACLU and VA reached 
a groundbreaking 
settlement in 2015, 
forging an agreement to 
work together as partners 
in the transformation of 
the WLA VA campus. 
Understanding that 
chances of rehabilitation 
are greater for Vets 
who live in supportive 
housing with all of 
the needed services in 
one place, the partners 
committed to work 
in coordination with 
key Federal, State, 
local, and community 
stakeholders, as well as 
non-profit entities in B
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“Brentwood School reflected seriously on our decades-
long relationship and imagined additional and greater 
ways to make a positive, meaningful impact on the 
lives of Veterans and their families.”
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The Path to Agreement
by Mike Riera, Head of School

I 
am pleased to share with you the good 

news that Brentwood School will continue 

its longstanding relationship with Veterans 

Affairs (VA) and the West Los Angeles 

VA Campus (WLA VA) through a revitalized 

partnership agreement announced on 

Wednesday. The 22-acre athletic complex, 

developed and maintained by Brentwood School 

on VA land, will remain a shared, flexible green 

space and is integral to the goal of making WLA 

VA a modern community for Veterans and their 

families.

 Through the establishment of the Veteran 

Center for Recreation and Education at 

Brentwood School (VCRE), the school will offer 

expanded recreational, vocational, educational, 

and wellness services to the Veteran population 

of the WLA VA. In this past year alone, hundreds 

of Veterans have participated in regular 

sports clinics, utilized the athletic complex, 

attended events and musical performances, 

and benefitted from thousands of hours of 

student community service. And this summer, 

Brentwood School provided 120 full scholarship 

spaces to children of Veteran families for 

Summer at Brentwood; it was a phenomenal 

experience for all involved. Please watch this 

video about the VA Scholarship Program for 

Summer at Brentwood, where you can see the 

impact firsthand.

 VA partnerships with Brentwood School, 

UCLA, and the City of Los Angeles Department 

of Recreation and Parks secure more robust in-

kind services, increased financial compensation, 

and additional opportunities to benefit Veterans 

and their families, which will not only support 

the vision of VA’s Master Plan, but will also 

enrich and strengthen our entire community.

 I know we all look forward to continuing 

our over 45-year relationship with VA and will 

welcome every opportunity to become even 

more engaged with Veterans. This is an exciting 

day in the history of Brentwood School and a 

great way to start the school year! n

the development and 
implementation of a 
comprehensive master 
plan. 
 The new partners’ 
collaboration on a 
vision to create a true 
community consisting of 
housing, healthcare, and 
educational, recreational 
and vocational resources 
included multiple town 
hall and other open 
forum sessions for input 
from Veterans, Veteran 
Service Organizations, 
neighborhood councils, 
and other community 
groups. During that 
time, Brentwood School 

READ THE FULL PRESS RELEASE AND FACT SHEET ONLINE
www.bwscampus.com/VAnews

reflected seriously on our 
decades-long relationship 
and imagined additional 
and greater ways to make 
a positive, meaningful 
impact on the lives 
of Veterans and their 
families. For more than 
a year, we worked to 
identify the most needed 
services and resources 
we could offer, meeting 
with multiple Veterans, 
advocacy groups, ACLU 
representatives, VA staff 
and administrators, and 
government officials to 
inform our thinking. The 
result was the inception 
of the Veterans Center 

“For more than a year, we worked to 
identify the most needed services and 
resources we could offer....”

(caption) Puda dolorpo repudite 
quid eum faciumque voluptam fugita 

cume sunt. Evellatem. Ut volenem. 
Ictatemquo volorum ima corrorit 

quaspel isciisque estiur re dolectat.
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for Recreation and 
Education at Brentwood 
School (VCRE), 
which is based on four 
cornerstones: 1) exclusive 
and extensive access for 
Veterans; 2) educational, 
vocational, and 
recreational opportunities 
for Veterans and 
their families; 3) 
enhancements and 
additional facilities; 
and 4) security and 
accountability. 

The Los Angeles 
VA Framework 
Draft Master 

Plan, published in 
January of 2016 put 
forth a roadmap for the 
successful transformation 
of the WLA VA campus 
that included community 
partnerships and allowed 
for some leasing of the 
land. However, full 
implementation of the 
plan depended upon 
the passage of the Los 
Angeles Homeless 

Veterans Leasing Act, 
introduced by Senators 
Feinstein and Boxer 
and Congressman 
Ted Lieu to authorize 
the development of 
permanent supportive 
housing and services for 
homeless Veterans and 
their families. It was 
approved by both the 
House and the Senate in 
September, and President 
Obama signed it into law 
on October 3, 2016.

We are proud to 
say that the 
Department 

of Veterans Affairs 
recently announced our 
revitalized agreement, 
noting that it will “secure 
more robust in-kind 
services, increased 
financial compensation, 
and additional 
opportunities benefitting 

Veterans and their families.” The new lease between 
VA and BWS preserves the northern 22 acres leased by 
Brentwood School as an athletic complex and green 
space to be used for recreational and athletic activities. 
According to Dr. Mike, “BWS students and faculty are 
excited about the opportunity to become even more 
engaged with Veterans, and this will strengthen the 
entire community. In addition to market-rate rent, the 
substantial in-kind services represent a flexible menu 
of options that can be adjusted based on the needs and 
preferences of Veterans. Among the services currently 
being utilized are:

• Year round access to the athletic complex during 
exclusive use hours

• 120 VA scholarship spots to Summer at Brentwood 
for children and grandchildren of Veterans in VA 
programs

• Free tickets to special events and programs 
(i.e. movie screenings, Hutson Lecture Series, 
performing arts events, athletic games

• Veteran Donation Drive
• Regular and ongoing free educational services to 

Veterans and their families—courses, seminars, 
workshops, and clinics

• VA access/use for events such as Veteran-focused 
concerts, movie nights, and softball leagues, etc.

• Construction of joint-use capital improvements 
and capital upgrades to the athletic fields and 
complex

• Web-based support to conduct master scheduling 
for the Veteran-related activities, events, and 
services

• Development of a website to describe and address 
available options and schedule

“The new lease between VA and BWS preserves the 
northern 22 acres leased by Brentwood School as 
an athletic complex and green space to be used for 
recreational and athletic activities.” 
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Summer at Brentwood  
Veteran Scholarship Program
by Lainey Sevillano
Summer at Brentwood Veteran Liaison

Just like many of our Veteran families, this was my first experience 

with the Summer at Brentwood program. It was a privilege to 

serve the Veterans and their families this past summer. I was eager 

to be their link between the VA and our program. I enjoyed meeting 

the families and getting to know them. I loved hearing about their love 

and excitement for our program. For example, after telling a Veteran 

that I was able to move things around and offer his daughter one of the 

scholarships, he wrote me an email saying, “I just spoke to my daughter 

and I don’t think I can hear from my right ear, since the screaming of 

excitement was pretty loud. Thank you so much for all you’ve done 

to accommodate my little girl.” Another Veteran was grateful that our 

program brought him and his daughter closer than ever, “Sometimes I 

don’t want our car rides to and from Brentwood to end because I love 

hearing about her day at camp.” Finally, I loved witnessing the BWS 

community and the VA community come together as one happy summer 

camp family. To no surprise, some friendships even extended beyond 

summer camp: VA kids were invited to playdates, birthday parties and 

special gatherings by BWS kids. Like many of our Veterans and their 

families, the Summer at Brentwood staff can’t wait for summer again! n

As Ann Brown, 
Director of the 
Greater Los 

Angeles Healthcare 
System noted in a 
recent VA news release, 
“Partnerships with 
community groups, like 
Brentwood School and 
UCLA, are critical to 
revitalizing the West LA 
campus and providing 
Veterans the experiences 
and services they need 
and deserve.” Brentwood 
School looks forward to 
playing an important role 
in helping to manifest 
the modern version 
of the 1888 vision of 
Bandini de Baker and 
Senator John P. Jones by 
creating a home for our 
veterans that is both the 
heart of the Los Angeles 
veteran community and a 
national model for what 
is possible. State-of-the-
art support for those who 
serve our country should 
be the status quo, and 
together we can lead by 
example. n

“State-of-the-art 
support for those who 
serve our country 
should be the status 
quo, and together we 
can lead by example.”

(caption) Puda dolorpo repudite 
quid eum faciumque voluptam fugita 
cume sunt. Evellatem. Ut volenem. 
Ictatemquo volorum ima corrorit 
quaspel isciisque estiur re dolectat.

29

B
R

E
N

TW
O

O
D

 S
C

H
O

O
L M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

 
| FA

LL 20
16



by Betsy Hall 
 Middle School  Director of Service  Learning

8th Grade PE Classes Dig in  
at the Heroes Garden

Sometimes the best opportunities come at exactly the right moment. 
So true! Ours is the Heroes Garden. The Heroes Garden grows fruits 
and vegetables as part of the Veterans Food Program.
 The Middle School PE department was looking for a meaningful 
service project that provided students the chance to work. PE teachers 
Paul Radenberg and Nicole Ryan made it very clear that the project 
needed to be one that taught our students a skill, a trade, and/or 
something that they don’t do at home.
 During a phone conversation in August, Allison Griffith, volunteer 
and program coordinator at the West Side Food Bank shared that the 
Heroes Garden needed immediate and long-term support. She quickly 
put me in contact with Bruce Rosen, Executive Director of the Bandini 
Foundation and the rest is, as they say, history. 8th Grade PE classes  
began and will continue to work at the garden throughout the school B

R
E

N
TW

O
O

D
 S

C
H

O
O

L 
W

O
R

K
S

 W
IT

H
 T

H
E

 V
A

“Students find the work 
rewarding and challenging 
... Many of them live for 
instant gratification, peer 
“likes,” and immediate 
acknowledgment of their 
efforts.  By contrast, the 
delayed gratification for their 
gardening work will offer 
lasting memories ... when 
the garden bears the fruits of 
the labor...” 
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by Rachel Clouser
Upper School English

This project began five years 
ago, my first year offering the 
Literature of War and Conflict 
course. Kate Savage had done a 
portrait project outside of school, 
and she was inspired to bring 
something like it to Brentwood. 
James Hughes approached me 
about our working together, with 
my students writing biographies 
and Kate’s sketching portraits of 
veterans. We focus on individual 
stories of people through 
conversations. What I wasn’t 
prepared for was how invested 
my students became in their 
interviews. Now in our fifth year, 
I have the pleasure of watching 
these connections occur again and 
again; I have seen my students cry 
along side a veteran as he recalled 
being taken as a prisoner of war, 
I laughed as a veteran became so 
impressed with a student he tried 
to recruit her to join the military, 
and I have seen students’ faces 
fall when I have the conversation 
about “their” vet passing away. We 
now have close to one hundred 
veteran biographies—stories of 
men and women who served our 
nation. n

by Kate Savage
Upper School Visual Arts

Each year the Veteran Portrait/ 
Bio project has grown in scope 
and depth. This year we had 
more student artists than ever 
participate, and veterans from 
two additional homes at the VA 
shared their oral histories. More 
women veterans participated this 
year too. Not only did Drawing 
and Composition students create 
portraits, but students from 
Michael Knight’s AP Studio Art 
class and Alex Donis’ Honors 
Photo class also participated. 
This year we had more time 
than previous visits. All students 
returned to art class with funny, 
interesting and moving stories 
they repeated to each other with 
laughter or serious tones as they 
tried to convey each veteran’s 
story in the background of their 
portraits. Over the years, many 
students later have recounted 
to me that this project was 
one of their most meaningful 
experiences in art class, and 
for some, even their whole high 
school experience. I know of at 
least two former graduates who 
wrote about this for their college 
essays. n

The Veteran Portrait Project

(caption) Puda dolorpo repudite quid eum faciumque voluptam fugita cume sunt. 
Evellatem. Ut volenem. Ictatemquo volorum ima quaspel isciisque estiur re dolectat.

(caption) Puda dolorpo 
repudite quid eum faciumque 
voluptam fugita cume sunt. 
Evellatem. Ut volenem. 
Ictatemquo volorum ima 
quaspel isciisque estiur re 
dolectat.

by Betsy Hall 
 Middle School  Director of Service  Learning

year. So far, students have harvested 
fruits and vegetables, weeded, 
planted, and fertilized many raised 
beds. And, there is much more 
work to be done.
 Students find the work 
rewarding and challenging. Being 
able to complete a specific task in a 
short amount of time is important 
to this age group. Many of them 
live for instant gratification, 
peer “likes,” and immediate 
acknowledgment of their efforts.  By 
contrast, the delayed gratification 
for their gardening work will offer 
lasting memories. I can’t wait to 
see the looks on their faces when 
the garden bears the fruits of the 
labor, offering more free, farm-fresh 
produce for Veterans and their 
families. Smiles abound. n
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“There had to be more than 
1,000 people there and our 
incredible kitchen team 
fed them all a beautiful 
barbeque lunch.” 

(caption) Puda dolorpo 
repudite quid eum faciumque 

voluptam fugita cume sunt. 
Evellatem. Ut volenem. 

Ictatemquo volorum ima 
quaspel isciisque estiur re 

dolectat.
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Members of the Brentwood 
School community joined 
forces with hundreds of other 
volunteers to manifest the 
second annual Greater Los 
Angeles VA Stand Down, 
Homeless-to-Housed, on 
October 20.

 A Stand Down is a 
collaborative event coordinated 
between VA, government and 
community agencies, and 
community advocates serving 
the homeless Veterans. The 
term is coined from the practice 

of providing a safe retreat and 
secure place to recover for units 
returning from combat operations 
during the Vietnam War. Veterans 
experiencing homelessness still live 
in traumatic conditions similar to 
combat, often without the services 
needed to survive. Events like this 

one assist by providing supplies and 
services to homeless Veterans, such 
as food, shelter, clothing, health 
screenings and VA Social Security 
benefits counseling. Veterans 
can also receive referrals to other 
assistance such as health care, 
housing solutions, employment, 
substance use treatment and mental 
health counseling.
 There had to be more than 
1,000 people there and our 
incredible kitchen team fed them 
all a beautiful barbeque lunch. 
Special donations from alums and 
parents made it possible for us 
to assemble 200 toiletry bags for 
female Vets, and a clothing drive 
yielded enough wardrobe options 
to literally fill a large tent, knee 
high in clothing with only an 
aisle in the middle. Best of all, a 
combo from our Upper School Jazz 
program performed at the opening 
ceremony. 
 While there are far too many 
to capture them all, here are just a 
few of my favorite moments:
• After our student band finished 
playing their set, a Vet came 
up and started jamming on the 
keyboard (he was really good!) and 
our drummer sat back down and 
jammed with him.
• A Brentwood dad who came to 
help noticed that the male Vets 
were all asking about T-shirts in 
larger sizes and we didn’t have 
a whole lot of them. His shift 
finished, and about an hour later 
he was back with boxes of brand 
new t-shirts in large sizes. When I 

asked him how he’d managed that, 
he simply and humbly said, “Oh, I 
know a t-shirt guy.”
• In the clothing tent, another 
one of our parent volunteers was 
helping a Vet pick out some things 
for himself, and he loved the special 
attention. When they were done, 
he thanked her for helping him 
and her reply was, “No, thank you 
for what you’ve done for me.” His 
whole posture shifted and his eyes 
welled with tears.
 The vision of VA to transform 
its West LA campus into a true 
community for Veterans is 
underway, strengthened by an 
impressive network of allies. We 
look forward to playing an even 
bigger role in next year’s event and, 
more importantly, to being a key 
partner in the manifestation of the 
VA’s master plan. n

The Greater Los Angeles VA Stand Down
by Gennifer Yoshimaru, Assistant Head of School for Advancement

“The vision of VA to 
transform its West LA 
campus into a true 
community for Veterans is 
underway, strengthened 
by an impressive network 
of allies.”  
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